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What Do We Know?

“Bamboo” is a term that refers to several different grass species with tall, rigid, 
wood-like stalks and evergreen foliage. In Delaware, the most common species of 
bamboo is golden bamboo (Phyllostachys aurea), but others that may grow in the 
state include Phyllostachys aureosulcata, P. bambusoides, P. heterocycla, P. nigra 
and Pseudosasa japonica.

There are no species of bamboo native to Delaware, although switchcane 
(Arundianria gigantea), which resembles exotic bamboo, is a grass native to the 
Southeastern United States. 

Bamboo was intentionally introduced to North America for ornamental 
landscaping; its dense, evergreen growth provides an effective screen. While 
bamboo rarely flowers, it spreads aggressively by rhizomes. Each spring, bamboo 
produces new growth, called culms, that can reach 30 feet tall. By the end of the 
growing season, the culms leaf out and turn rigid. Once a culm has matured, it does 
not produce above ground growth, but its evergreen leaves will persist for years and 
continue to produce carbohydrates that supply the plant's underground rhizome 
system. 

Without intervention, bamboo will continue to produce culms radiating from the 
center of the plant, producing colonies that can be over one acre in size. Because of 
their extremely dense growth, bamboo colonies shut out virtually all native plant life 
and create unsuitable wildlife habitat. 

Control of bamboo requires the elimination of the rhizome system. Repeated 
destruction of the above ground growth during the growing season can exhaust and 
kill the rhizome system, although this will take multiple years. Cutting can be 
accomplished with a clearing saw or a forestry mulcher for large infestations. 

Cutting combined with herbicide application will control bamboo faster, but 
elimination will still take multiple years. Freshly cut stumps can be treated with a 
25% glyphosate solution. Alternatively, cut bamboo can be allowed to regrow for 8 
weeks after cutting, and a 2% glyphosate solution can be applied to new foliage. 

New Castle County has ordinances pertaining to the growth and maintenance of 
bamboo species. Under the code, no species of the genera Phyllostachys, 
Pseudoassa, or Bambusa may be planted in the ground within 50 feet of a property 
line. New plantings must be farther than 50 feet from neighboring property or 
entirely contained in an above ground planter. Plantings prior to January 1st, 2017, 
are permitted so long as proper permits are obtained, and containment standards 
are met. For more information, see New Castle County ordinance 17-007. 
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Facebook: DEInvasiveSC 

Quick 
Facts

• “Bamboo” may refer 
to several grass 
species that grow tall, 
rigid stalks and have 
evergreen foliage. 

• Most bamboos 
originate from east 
Asia and were brought 
to North American for 
their use in 
landscaping. 

• Bamboo control often 
requires mechanical 
cutting combined 
with herbicide 
treatment. 

• New Castle County 
ordinance 17-007 
regulates the growth 
of bamboo in the 
county. 
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