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First Detection in US 

Late Oct 2009  
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Kudzu bug nymphs. Photo by Yanzhuo Zhang 



ÁAnswer is NO  
ÁReasons:  
Á Bug can reduce kudzu growth (in USDA Forest Service 
research plots in Athen, GA reduced kudzu growth by 
32%  in 2011)  
Á However --- roots can be 12 feet deep and weigh up to 
300 pounds -- would take many years to weaken plants 
Á More importantly does not stay on kudzu , also feeds 
on important agricultural  legumes ɀ like soybeans, lima 
beans, peas and snap beans 
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ÁFamily Plataspidae, 
Order Hemiptera, 
Suborder Heteroptera 

�ƒOnly known from 
Asia 

ÁOther names : Bean 
Plataspid, Lablab bug, 
Globular stink bug         
( not a stink bug) 

 Hosts : 
ÁKudzu 
ÁWisteria  
ÁLablab (L. purpureus) 
ÁSoybean 
ÁPigeon pea 
ÁPhaseolus sp. (lima, 

and snap beans) 
ÁOthers ?? 


