
2009 DISC Award Recipients 
Research - Judy Hough-Goldstein, PhD. 

Judy Hough-Goldstein is a Professor at the University of Delaware's Department of Entomology 
and Wildlife Ecology. Her research focuses on ecological aspects of biological control. Through 
her years of research, Judy’s lab was the first to test and obtain a permit to release a biological 
control agent of mile-a-minute weed, Persicaria perfoliata.  The agent, a stem-boring weevil, has 
been released in five states, and is being mass-reared at a laboratory in New Jersey.  Since 2005, 
Judy and her lab have monitored the weevil’s dispersal, population growth, and impact on mile-
a-minute at release sites. 
Additional projects in her lab include biocontrol agents for kudzu; and methods to enhance 
currently available agents for purple loosestrife. 
 
Judy has been a member of DISC since 2004 and became Vice Chair in 2005.  She moved to 
Chair in 2007 and has helped plan the past two annual meetings.   

Education - Faith Kuehn, PhD. 

Faith Kuehn is the Administrator of the Plant Industries Section of the Department of 
Agriculture, which serves as Delaware’s regulatory authority for plant & plant pest species.  She 
is responsible for Apiary, Nursery Inspection, Noxious Weed, Cooperative Agricultural Pest, and 
Seed Inspection and Certification programs. Faith has successfully increased awareness of 
invasive species using innovative educational approaches.  In 2003, Faith helped to initiate the 
"Plants for a Livable Delaware" campaign which, encouraged nurseries to promote non-invasive, 
regionally native plants.  The premise guiding the program was that education about the negative 
impacts of invasive plants on natural areas should precede any regulations.   
 
In 2007, Faith also contributed to the booklet: Mistaken Identity? Invasive plants and their native 
look‐alikes: an identification guide for the Mid-Atlantic. The booklet presents a side-by-side 
comparison between 20 common invasive plants and native plants, with which the invasives can 
be confused. 

  

Management - Robert Line 

Rob is Delaware State Parks’ Environmental Stewardship Program Manager where his 
responsibilities include the ecological management of more than 24,000 acres of protected public 
land.  With a staff of two, Rob began supervising invasive species removal projects in 2000.   
Rob’s management, expertise, and perseverance have allowed the Environmental Stewardship 
Program to expand into two separate crews (north and south).  These crews have been 
responsible for the management of hundreds of acres of land in the state. 

  



Volunteer - Casey Casalnuovo 

Casey is a member of the Boy Scouts of America Troop 61.  For his Eagle Scout Leadership 
Service Project, he organized and managed an invasive species removal team at Bellevue State 
Park.  Not only did Casey schedule work days and recruit volunteers, he also spent time 
researching invasive plants and proper invasive plant removal techniques, providing plant 
identification training to his volunteers, and creating field reference guides that identified the 
invasive species the group would be removing. 
 
Casey did an outstanding job coordinating his volunteers in the removal of invasive plants.  His 
efforts accounted for approximately 89 hours of actual invasive plant removal, with minimal 
invasive plant regrowth and broader native plant presence. 
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