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Lesser Celandine, Ficaria verna (formerly Ranunculus 

ficaria), is a small plant with round leaves and yellow 

spring flowers.  It is a member of the buttercup family and 

native to Europe and Asia.  Multiple bulbs are formed 

underground that easily break apart to become new plants.  

With this primary means of spreading, Lesser Celandine can 

carpet the woodland floor and smother native spring 

ephemerals including Spring Beauty, Trout Lily, and Blood 

Root.  Lesser Celandine prefers moist conditions and is 

often found along riverine floodplains in early spring. 

Lesser Celandine is difficult to manage because it grows in vast numbers 

during only a short timeframe in early spring.  When the above-ground 

leaves and stems die back in late spring, the plant can only be removed by 

carefully digging out bulbs from the soil, which is not practical in large 

areas.  Herbicide can be used, but great care must be taken not to affect 

other spring ephemerals that may be mixed within the site.  Glyphosate is 

an effective chemical that can kill Lesser Celandine.   All herbicide labels 

must be read carefully prior to use, especially when working in wet soil 

conditions. 

The most effective strategy to remove Lesser Celandine 

often involves a combination of techniques.  A foliar 

herbicide spray may be necessary when it grows as a 

complete ground layer in large areas.  Digging out bulbs 

from the soil should be done where Lesser Celandine is 

mixed with other plants.  These native spring ephemerals 

are critical to reestablishing the site once the Lesser 

Celandine is gone.  The site must also be maintained in 

future years.  Yards, landscapes, and upland woods can 

be recovered from Lesser Celandine.  However, riverine 

floodplains are difficult to restore because new bulbs can 

wash in from upstream during major flooding events. 
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